
Once upon a time,

like really far away,

Jumpin’ gerundival 
jehosophat!

in a land far, far,

lied the town of Prevalje. Children don’t 
read enough.

They’re going to 
grow up doofuses.

Leopold Suhodolčan, 
a children’s author

Stanko Kotnik, 
Slovenian teacher
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A BRIEF 
HISTORY OF 

THE READING 
BADGE

Leopold Suhodolčan and Stanko Kotnik invented the Reading 
Badge during the 1960/61 school year in Prevalje na Koroškem.
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The boomers forbade them from  
reading anything that was fun.

Naturally, wherever kids don’t read, 
the scariest monsters run rampant. 

They had to find some common ground. 
And quickly!
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Kids thought that reading serious books 
was just an academic chore.

This is utterly  
intolerable! Some-

thing must be done.

But what could make  
us strong enough to bat-
tle such insidious foes?

These books don’t  
even have pictures, no 
way I’m reading them!

Suffering 
suffixtash! No 

comics allowed!

The Reading Badge endeavors to raise the level of 
literacy and reading culture at all levels of society.
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IGNORANCE

INCOMPREHENSION

INCAPACITY



The reading ribbon? The literary lapel? 
The bookworm bout? An erudition com-
petition? Medal of reading mettle? The 
belles-lettres battle? Literature league? 

The Word Cup?

And thus our superheroes got 
their superpowers

THE 
READING 

BADGE

becoming SuperLeo and MegaStan!
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I know! We’ll hold 
a reading contest!

What should we call it?

Kids in those days enjoyed collecting badges. Leopold and Stanko 
took advantage of this and awarded badges to budding readers.
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I’ve got it: I 
hereby declare the 
READING BADGE!
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BOOM!

SPLAT!

HIYAH!

POW!STOMP!

Good job, 
SuperLeo!

That’s what’s 
up, MegaStan!

“The more that you read, the more things you will know. 
The more that you learn, the more places you’ll go.” Dr. Seuss
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Over 140,000 readers take part in the 
Reading Badge every year.

Together they read at least 
a half a million books.

But today other monsters are rearing 
their heads. Scrolling online takes up a 

lot of readers’ time and energy.

In fact, books themselves these days are 
in a precarious position.

The Reading Badge has its share of accolades. Since 2019 it is proudly 
featured in Slovenia’s national register of intangible cultural heritage.

The Reading Badge has become a source 
of national pride for all of Slovenia.

Seemingly well-intentioned, adults often 
forbid interesting and attractive literature. 
This turns kids away from reading at all!

last crisis
this crisis
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Reading teacher

Matt reads to his 

kids every night

Megalibrarian

Anne, a golden reader, 

scientist in training, 

and astronaut-to-be

Herbert, an adult Reading 

Badge rockstar
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SuperLeo and MegaStan’s mission is carried 
on by a whole heap of Superhelpers

BOINK! PLOP!

ZOOM!

KERPOW! KABOOM!

Awesome work, everyone!

Over 7,000 mentors contribute every year to the Reading Badge, which 
is held at nearly every Slovenian school both at home and abroad.

W
ritten and illustrated by Ivan M

itrevski   Translated by Josh Rocchio
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